
 

On June 28, 2022, Governor Parson appointed Ronald Hack as the Chair of the Governorôs 

Council on Disability. Ron has been a member of the Council since 2009 and has served as 

the Interim Chair since April 30, 2021. The GCD team and Council congratulate Ron on his 

appointment.  
 

During the month of July, the Governorôs Council on Disability once again hosted the 

annual Missouri Youth Leadership Forum for high school students with disabilities, after a 

two-year break due to the COVID pandemic. The GCD team and its collaborating agencies 

were excited to offer this 5-day leadership development program to young leaders from 

Missouriôs disability community. Read more about the event on Page 2 of this newsletter.   
 

Lъќѝ Cъѕѕ яјћ GCD Pјќѝюћ Cјїѝюќѝ юїѝћђюќ 

The GCD is accepting artwork entries for the 

National Disability Employment Awareness 

Month (NDEAM) Poster Contest now through 

August 15.  
 

Donôt miss your opportunity to participate. The 

winning artwork will be featured in this yearôs 

NDEAM Poster to help raise awareness about 

the importance of workforce inclusion of 

individuals with disabilities. The contest is open 

to all Missouri residents. More information and 

entry forms can be found at https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/PosterContest 
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GCD Uљэъѝю                                by Claudia Browner 

Did you know receiving behavioral health crisis services is now easier than ever? All any 

individual needs to do is call or text 988.  The National Suicide Hotline Designation Act, 

which became law in 2020, made 988 the three digit dialing code for the 988 Suicide and 

Crisis Lifeline (formerly the National Suicide Prevention Hotline).  
 

As of July 16, calling or texting this number will connect the individual directly to a crisis 

specialist in Missouri. Veterans can dial 988 and choose option 1 to be connected 

specifically to the Veterans Crisis Line.  
 

Individuals who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing can utilize Missouri Relay or a teletypewriter 

(TTY) to call 988. Individuals can ñchatò with a specialist at the website: 988 Suicide and 

Crisis Lifeline. Persons with disabilities do not have to disclose a disability when contacting 988.  
 

Missouri public and charter schools as well as higher education institutions will be providing the Lifeline number to 

students. As part of  Senate Bill 718, which was signed by Governor Parson in June, 988 will be added to the student IDs 
of any student in grades seven through twelve and those enrolled in higher education institutions beginning July 1, 2023.  

NюѠ Nъѝђјїъѕ Bюёъџђјћъѕ Hюъѕѝё Cћђќђќ Nўіыюћ                                       by Laura Mueth 

https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/ylf.htm
https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/PosterContest
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https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/PosterContest
http://disability.mo.gov/gcd
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2661
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://988lifeline.org/
https://988lifeline.org/
https://www.senate.mo.gov/22info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=71259648
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The 2022 Missouri Youth Leadership Forum (MO-YLF) was a great success. 

From July 12-16, 2022, 15 delegates representing 11 different counties in 

Missouri participated in the 18th annual MO-YLF at the University of Missouri 

in Columbia, where they learned about the importance of self-advocacy, 

disability culture and history, mentorship, the legislative process, post-

secondary transition, independent living and community service.   
 

It is important for students with disabilities to learn 

skills by example and interactions with others who share 

similar experiences, which is what MO-YLF provides. 

The program is designed specifically to help students 

grow into leaders.  
 

Students were selected to become delegates at the forum 

based on an application process. In addition to 

leadership skills, the delegates learned to set life goals, 

and how to advocate for their needs. Throughout the 

week, delegates worked to complete their leadership 

poster, which gave them an opportunity to think about what their vision for a good life would be. Aside from setting 

goals, it also allows them an opportunity to brainstorm ideas on what steps they need to take in order to achieve those 

particular goals.  
 

There were many great experiences and events that the delegates were able to partake in throughout the week. During the 

day, delegates participated in a variety of small and large group learning sessions, followed by fun-filled evening 

activities. Some of the highlights were the keynote speaker, Kelsey Tainsh, adaptive sports night, a day at the Capitol, a 

talent show, dance and photo booth. It didnôt take very long at all for the delegates to bond and join together to enjoy 

these activities! 
 

One of the highlights of the week was the legislative day in Jefferson City, 

where delegates engaged in a mock legislative hearing with Representatives 

Chuck Basye, Raychel Proudie, Cheri Toalson Reisch, Bridget Walsh Moore 

in the House, and a debate with Senator Mike Bernskoetter in the Senate, 

facilitated by GCD team member Laura Mueth.   

Following the mock bill debate, the MO-YLF participants had the 

opportunity to view the Governorôs Office. 
 

Each year, the delegates participate 

in a community service project. This 

yearôs selected organization was City 

of Refuge-Columbia, which helps 

refugees recover and regain control 

of their lives after having to 

overcome the trauma and displacement they have experienced.  

 

With the help from delegates and staff, we were able to collect and donate an 

overwhelming amount of items!  

 

 

2022 MO-YLF ѝюъьёюќ Yјўѝё їюѠ Lюъэюћќёђљ Sєђѕѕќ 
                                                                                    by Rachel Rackers 

-/-9,& ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÎÁÔÏÒ "ÅÒÎÓËÏÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

3ÅÎÁÔÅ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒ 

$ÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ  
-/-9,& ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ 

 

-/-9,& ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ËÅÙÎÏÔÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ÏÎ -5 ÃÁÍÐÕÓ 
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Dј Ѣјў ёъџю ъ Pёјѝј ID яјћ Vјѝђїѐ? 
            by Laura Mueth 

 

Due to House Bill 1878, beginning with the November election, every Missourian wishing to vote will be required to 

show photo identification (ID). This means a voter must have one of the following: 
 

¶ A nonexpired Missouri driverôs license 

¶ A nonexpired or nonexpiring Missouri nondriverôs ID 

¶ A photo ID issued by the Missouri National Guard, United States Armed Forces, or the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs  

¶ A document that meets specific requirements as written in state statute 
 

Disability organizations throughout the state realize many individuals with disabilities do not have a photo ID.  Although 

this requirement is currently being challenged in court via a lawsuit, we are encouraging individuals who do not have one 

to begin the process now so you have one ready before November.  
 

Individuals who do not already meet the requirement can do so by obtaining a nondriver ID. The Missouri Department 

of Revenue (DOR) is the state department that provides this. Their Documents for Driver License, Nondriver ID, and 

Instruction Permit web page provides information on the documents needed to obtain one.  

After looking at the information, if you have the required documents, go to your local DOR License Office  or call 573-

526-8683 to acquire one.  DOR will provide one for free to those obtaining for the first time in order to vote.  
 

If you do not have a certified birth certificate, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior 

Services, Bureau of Vital Records can provide a free copy of a certified Missouri birth 

certificate. To request a birth certificate, call (573) 751-6387 or email 

VitalRecordsInfo@health.mo.gov. If you need to obtain multiple documents, the Missouri 

Secretary of Stateôs office will assist you in obtaining these. This includes paying for any 

documents needed from another state or the federal government. This service can be 

requested by completing the Show It 2 Vote Help Request form. 
 

The GCD encourages voters with disabilities who do not have a photo ID to use the coming 

months to acquire one so their views are able to be expressed in upcoming local, state, and 

national elections. 

We would like to acknowledge the following sponsors and 

partnering agencies for the 2022 MO-YLF: Missouri Vocational 

Rehabilitation, Edward Jones, Paraquad, MU Pre-Employment 

Transition Services, Veterans United, Missouri Centers for 

Independent Living, Missouri Statewide Independent Living 

Council, as well as several other agencies that provided in-kind 

donations to support the program. 
 

Congratulations to the 2022 Missouri Youth Leadership Forum 

delegates who graduated from the program to become alumni! 

Since the inception of the program in 2001, there have been 359 

delegates who have completed the program, and 11 MO-YLF 

alumni returned this year to serve as facilitators, team members, mentors and panelists and share their experiences.  
 

The planning team will soon start preparing for next yearôs MO-YLF. Be sure to watch for announcements and the 

application this fall and help us share the information about this life changing program. 
 

Find out more about the Missouri Youth Leadership Forum at https://disability.mo.gov/gcd/ylf.htm  

(Continued from page 2) 
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